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Welcome from our  

Principal 
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Our pupils have continued their reading journey as part of their timetables. The reading 
curriculum has many strands – one of which is a series of reading lessons with approaches 
taken to improve fluency, confidence and develop a wide and rich vocabulary. 

The lessons are based on research into how schools and teachers across all subjects 
can improve reading fluency and comprehension. Teachers will focus on motivating 
pupils to read for purpose and pleasure. This term our pupils have been reading:  
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Mr Spann, English Lead, Said: 

“2020 was the National Year of Reading  and has continued to be at the forefront of the 
academy’s focus  on  improving  literacy  and reading for all pupils regardless of ability 
in 2021. We are seeing the benefits of this across all classrooms due to the word rich 
environments being created”.  

 

Sometimes it can be a struggle to get your child to pick up a book instead of a 

video game controller. But these tips from Children’s Healthcare can help 

encourage teens to reach for the J.K Rowling rather than the TV remote. 

Create a reading culture at home. Make books easily available throughout the 
house; read to small children regularly; let your kids see you reading for fun; talk 
about the books you’re reading over dinner. Some parents also have success 
hosting book clubs at home for older kids and teens, with snacks, games and 
discussion around a shared book. 

 

Don’t be picky about what your kids choose to read, as long as it’s age-
appropriate. Whether it’s a novel, a comic book, a magazine or an e-book on a 
tablet – letting your child choose something that they find interesting or 
engaging, it makes reading feel less like a chore or assignment and more like fun. 

 

Make an event out of trips to the library. Just like you would a birthday party or 
the playground, help your child learn to associate going to the library with fun. 
Bring snacks; try out story times at different locations; let them roam up and 
down the aisles; help them sign up for theirvery own library card. 

 

For older kids and teens, connect reading to your teens tech-savvy. You can do this 
by encouraging your child to blog about what their reading. You can also help 
them find age-appropriate online reading groups and book clubs that they can 
participate in. If they are not interested in lugging around another book in their 
bag, show them how to download books on a tablet or e-reader. Introduce them 
to books that are related to some of their favourite movies.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/4bJ-lkb3LCw




 

Our Academy honoured our heroes with a Remembrance Service, a two-minute 
silence plus a whole school read. 

Reverend Eddie Roberts joined us to mark Armistice Day with heartfelt service to 
honour our heroes in a special assembly to Year 7s. The one-hour service 
involved our Year 11 pupils reciting poems and our cadets making an act of 
remembrance. 

 

 A Year 7 pupil said: 

“I am thankful for the sacrifices of the men and women who went to war,  I 
learnt so much from listening to the  remembrance ceremony.” 

A year 11 pupil said: 

“I think that the remembrance ceremony was a great way to celebrate and 
remember the lives lost during the war, I felt honoured to be part of the 
ceremony.” 

The service also had a roll of honour to pay tribute to the ‘old boys’, former pupils 
of our school, who lost their lives during the Second World War. We ended with a 
two-minute silence and staff and pupils throughout our academy joined in.  

Ellie, Year 11 pupil, said:  

 

https://northmanchester.coopacademies.co.uk/stories/remembrance-day-2/


To further remember our fallen soldiers, throughout the day, pupils read an 
extract from a book in each lesson. Stories were read from Home Again: Stories 
about Coming Home from War produced in partnership with The Royal British 
Legion. Each story reflects a different experience of the end of the war and 
demonstrates the diversity of backgrounds, skills and perspectives that the men 
and women involved brought to the war effort. 

We respect those who served to protect us and we commemorated this 
throughout our academy day. 
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During Anti-bullying week pupils took part in a range of activities for Anti-bullying 
Week. The national awareness week aims to unite against bullying. To show our 
support, pupils have been writing their anti-bullying pledges:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 pupils delivered whole school assemblies  and promoted our new ‘Show 
You Care’ email. That allows pupils to report anything that might be causing them 
concern.  They also worked with Year 7 pupils in Drama and ICT to help promote 
our Anti-bullying charter. 

One of the reasons I wanted to become an Anti-Bullying Ambassador is that I want 
to ensure that all pupils  are supported and feel safe in school so that they can 
achieve and be their best. The training I have attended has helped me understand 
that more people are affected by bullying and how we can help to stop it.” 

 

https://northmanchester.coopacademies.co.uk/stories/anti-bullying-week/


Mrs Fiddler, Assistant Vice Principal, said:  

“Our Anti Bullying Ambassadors work really hard to support all pupils across 
the academy, they want to ensure that everyone feels safe and is able to be 
an up-stander not a bystander. It is important that we have the confidence to 
tell a trusted adult if we are unhappy, upset or if other individuals are being 
unkind to others.”  

Parent/carers and pupils have also been reviewing our Anti-bullying Charter:  



Anti-bullying Tips  

Never retaliate with aggression 

Retaliating can make a situation worse. Don't hit someone 

back, call names or shout. It can make a situation worse; it 

will most likely spiral out of control. If you do, you may get 

in trouble yourself. Try to respond maturely. You could say 

"I do not like it when you say that" or "Please can you stop 

doing that." Then tell a trusted adult about what happened. 

1 

2 

Tell an adult  

Bullying is a horrible thing; it can make you feel rubbish. 

Tell someone. Whether that's your parents/carers, an 

older sibling, a teacher or a friend - pick someone you 

trust. They will want to help make the bullying stop. If you 

are in school tell your form tutor, class teacher or Head of 

Year. 

3 
Always remember it's not your fault 

Every person in the world is unique.  This is what makes 

us amazing. It doesn't matter what colour your hair, skin 

or eyes are. It doesn't matter how you walk, talk or speak. 

Bullying is a choice someone else is making, not because 

you are different. 

Collect evidence  

If the bullying is happening online, take a screenshot. 

Whether it's a nasty post, text message or picture. If it's face

-to-face, write down when and what happened. This 

evidence can help your school to stop the bullying 

behaviour. 

4 

5 

Choose who you hang out with 

Sometimes it can be those who we think are our 'friends' 

that are saying or doing things that upset us. Remember, 

it's up to you who you spend your time with. Hang out with 

people who make you feel good, not friends who make 

you feel bad or upset.  

-  



Internet Safety Tips  

Danger Signs 
What do I need to be aware of when I go online? 

Keeping yourself safe online. 

Never give out your real name 

 

Never tell anyone where you go to school 

 

Never give out your address or telephone number 

 

Never agree to meet anyone from a chatroom on your own 

 

Tell an adult if someone makes inappropriate suggestions to you or makes you feel 

uncomfortable online. 

 

Only meet someone from a chatroom in a public place with one of your parents or 

another adult. If they are genuinely who they say they are they will be happy to do 

this 

Tries to insist on having your address or phone number. 

 

Emails you pictures which make you feel uncomfortable and which you would not 

want to show to anyone else. 

 

Wants to keep their chats with you secret. 

 

Tells you that you will get into trouble if you tell an adult what has been going on. 

 

Emails you pictures which make you feel uncomfortable and which you would not 

want to show to anyone else. 

 

Wants you to email them pictures of yourself or use a webcam in a way which 

makes you feel uncomfortable. 

 

Person shares information with you and tells you not to tell anyone else about it. 

 

Wants to meet you and tells you not to let anyone know. 

 

If a person online does any of these danger signs you must tell your parents or another adult. 
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Over this past term members of staff from the Manchester United Foundation  

including the Head of the Foundation, John Shiels, delivered an assembly  to all 

the pupils in Year 11 about a new initiative called RISE, which pupils are invited to 

get involved with and provides a range of opportunities for young people. 

 

The Manchester United Foundation also encouraged Year 10 pupils to apply to 

be a ball assistant at Manchester United.  One of our pupils was successful and 

will be attending home games in the Premier League, FA Cup and Champions 

League. Pupils who completed applications will be taken to Manchester United 

for a Museum and Stadium tour as a reward for applying for the role. 

 

As part of our Mental Health and Wellbeing offer Year 7 pupils took part in the 

MU Foundation Healthy Minds Project. They participated in physical activities but 

also focused on positive thinking, staying calm and showing resilience and 

respect.   



At the beginning of the year, we welcomed Year 6 pupils and their parent/carers 

to experience our Academy. Families were taken on a  tour of the academy by 

our teachers and pupils. 

 

The event gave those starting secondary school next year a chance to explore 

our Academy. Year 6 could listen to our pupils talk about their favourite subjects. 

Meet members of our Student Leadership Team and see our Academy in action. 

 

We had a limited number of tours for families. Due to high demand, they 

became full very quickly and we were able to increase our capacity.  

 

Here’s what a parent said about their tour: 

 

“ I attended this school when it was the boys school, I didn’t know what to 

expect. It is certainly very different to when I came to school.  The pupils who 

gave us our tour were fantastic. The way they spoke about the school and all 

the opportunites they have was great to hear. Everyone who I encountered 

was  friendly, and respectful and the tour was brilliant. I was blown away by 

your facilities and staff.” 

 

“My child was amazed by everything he saw, from the classrooms to the 

cinema.  He is a keen footballer so the 3G pitch was a particular hit.  Thanks 

so much for allowing us to see the academy.  I know my son is really excited 

at the thought of coming here in September” 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

Covid-19 Testing Tuesday 4th January 2022 

First day back in school  Wednesday 5th January 2022 

Year 10 Remote Parents’  

Evening  

Thursday 13th January 2022 

Parent Forum  Wednesday 26th January 2022 

Last day of Spring Term 1 Friday 18th February 2022 

First Day of Spring Term 2 Monday 28th February 2022 

Key dates may be subject to change.  

To keep up-to-date visit 

www.northmanchester.coopacadmies.co.uk. 



Scan the QR code to enjoy performances from our virtual 

 Christmas Concert 

Open your camera on your phone and hover 

over the QR code below to open the web link. 

and have a lovely Winter Break. 



 

 

Our Student Council is one of the many Student Leadership opportunities we 
offer.  The Student Leadership Team is a recognised voice for all students in the 
Academy across all years. 

The group of dedicated Pupils spend their spare time committed to improving 
different areas within the Academy. Each year group have a selection of Pupils 
who meet to discuss how they can make a difference. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 7s have recently transitioned from high school and a select few have 
been chosen for the important role as council members. 

This term, they have been brainstorming ways to raise money for Cancer 
Research UK. This is one of the many activities they do throughout the year.  
 
All their activities are underpinned by the Co-op values of Trust, Respect and 
Commitment. They will also help our Pupils to embody the wider Co-op Ways of 
Being: 

 

 

 
 
Their positive impact on the Academy is undeniable and they continue our 
mission of ‘working together for the best in everyone’.  
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